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Abstract 

Khalil Gibran's "The Prophet" stands as a profound testament to the enduring richness of Neo-Romantic ideals in 

literature. This article delves into the depths of Gibran's masterpiece, unravelling the intricate threads of 

individualism, emotion, nature, and spirituality that weave together to create a tapestry of timeless significance. 

In the realm of individualism, Almustafa emerges as a symbolic individualist, guiding readers through a journey 

of self-discovery and liberation from societal constraints. The celebration of personal freedom becomes a guiding 

principle, echoing the core tenets of Neo-Romanticism that reject the stifling norms of conventional society. 

Gibran's representation of emotion transforms into a bright palette that captures the human experience in its most 

vivid hues. As the channel for this emotional exploration, Almustafa fits in perfectly with Neo-Romantic 

principles that reject emotional repression in favor of celebrating the depth and authenticity of human sentiments. 

The bond between nature and spirituality arises as a transcendent force in "The Prophet." The teachings of 

Almustafa inspire readers to identify the divine within the natural world, echoing the Neo-Romantic love for 

nature as a source of inspiration and spiritual understanding. The story transforms into a spiritual journey, echoing 

the Neo-Romantic notion of nature as a guiding force to enlightenment. 

Orphalese, the imaginary city where Almustafa imparts his wisdom, takes on symbolic significance as a Neo-

Romantic utopia. Personal independence, emotional sincerity, and a spiritual connection with nature are not just 

encouraged, but praised. Orphalese becomes a canvas for the communal celebration of emotions, as well as a 

venue where individuals can honestly engage with the essence of being human. 

As readers turn the pages of "The Prophet," they become participants in a Neo-Romantic quest that transcends 

time. Khalil Gibran's contribution to literature goes beyond storytelling; it is an invitation to ponder on the 

intricacies of the human soul and to appreciate the ongoing relevance of Neo-Romantic ideals. 

This article aims to highlight the Neo-Romantic brilliance that marks Gibran's work through a detailed 

investigation of individualism, emotion, nature, and spirituality in "The Prophet." By unraveling the strands of 

this literary masterwork, readers are invited to go on a journey of self-discovery and spiritual enlightenment that 

resonates with the timeless echoes of the human spirit. 
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Introduction 

Khalil Gibran's contribution to literature goes 

beyond storytelling; it is an invitation to ponder on 

the intricacies of the human soul and to appreciate 

the ongoing relevance of Neo-Romantic ideals. As 

readers turn the pages of "The Prophet", they become 

participants in a Neo-Romantic quest that transcends 

time. 

This article seeks to highlight the Neo-Romantic 

brilliance that marks Gibran's work through a 

detailed investigation of individualism, emotion, 

nature, and spirituality in "The Prophet." By 

unraveling the strands of this literary masterwork, 

readers are invited to go on a journey of self-

discovery and spiritual enlightenment that resonates 

with the timeless echoes of the human spirit. 

Emotion, a tenet of Neo-Romanticism, is expressed 

profoundly throughout the pages of "The Prophet." 

Gibran's depiction of Almustafa as a conduit for a 

wide range of emotions is consistent with the Neo-

Romantic rejection of emotional repression. The 

novel becomes a canvas on which the vast palette of 
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human emotions is beautifully painted, honoring the 

depth and authenticity of emotional experiences. 

The connection between nature and spirituality, a 

central theme in Neo-Romantic thought, unfolds in 

the novel as a transcendent force. Almustafa's 

teachings invite readers to recognize the divine 

within the natural world, echoing the Neo-Romantic 

reverence for nature as a source of inspiration and 

spiritual insight. Nature becomes a conduit for 

spiritual exploration, guiding individuals toward a 

higher understanding of themselves and the 

universe. 

Orphalese, the fictional city where Almustafa 

imparts his wisdom, takes on symbolic significance 

within the Neo-Romantic context. It becomes a 

utopian space where individuals can authentically 

engage with their individuality, express genuine 

emotions, and cultivate a spiritual connection with 

nature. Orphalese becomes a microcosm of the Neo-

Romantic vision of an idealized society, free from 

the constraints of industrialization and rationalism. 

As we embark on an exploration of "The Prophet," 

we find that Khalil Gibran's work not only captivates 

the soul but also serves as a Neo-Romantic 

masterpiece, resonating with the movement's 

profound exploration of individualism, emotion, 

nature, and spirituality. Through the lens of 

Almustafa's wisdom, readers are invited to immerse 

themselves in a world where the human spirit is 

celebrated in all its nuanced and transcendent beauty. 

 

The Purpose of Research 

The research purpose of current study is to conduct 

a thorough exploration into the Neo-Romantic 

brilliance of Khalil Gibran's work, specifically "The 

Prophet." 

 

Research Questions 

• How does Khalil Gibran's "The Prophet" 

illustrate and contribute to the literary legacy of 

Neo-Romanticism? 

• How does the detailed investigation of 

individualism, emotion, nature, and spirituality 

in "The Prophet" contribute to highlighting the 

Neo-Romantic brilliance in Khalil Gibran's 

work? 

 

Research Hypothesis 

• Khalil Gibran's "The Prophet" significantly 

illustrates and contributes to the literary legacy 

of Neo-Romanticism. 

The detailed investigation of individualism, 

emotion, nature, and spirituality in "The Prophet" 

significantly contributes to highlighting the Neo-

Romantic brilliance in Khalil Gibran's work. 

 

Neo-Romanticism 

Neo-Romanticism, a prominent cultural and artistic 

movement that evolved in the late nineteenth and 

early twentieth centuries, represents a resurgence 

and reinterpretation of the Romantic spirit in 

response to the challenges provided by industry, 

urbanization, and societal rationality. This 

movement tried to re-create the emotional intensity, 

visionary vision, and connection to nature that 

defined the original Romantic period. The following 

are essential features of neo-romanticism. 

1. Emphasis on Emotion and Subjectivity: Neo-

Romantic artists and thinkers, like their Romantic 

forefathers, placed a high value on emotion, 

subjectivity, and the individual's inner experiences. 

2. Rejection of Industrialization: Echoing the 

Romantic critique of the Industrial Revolution, Neo-

Romanticism served as a reaction to the 

dehumanizing impacts of industrialization and 

urbanization. 

3. Return to Nature: The Neo-Romantics praised 

nature as a source of inspiration and regeneration, 

mirroring the Romantic conviction in the majestic 

power of nature. 

4. Supernatural and Mystical Exploration: The 

movement frequently explored mystical and 

supernatural themes, attempting to transcend the 

confines of the material world and investigate the 

mysteries of existence.  

 

Influential Figures and Artistic Expressions 

1. William Morris: A significant figure in the Arts & 

Crafts Movement, Morris' emphasis on 

craftsmanship and a return to pre-industrial 

aesthetics helped shape Neo-Romantic ideals 

(Abrams, 1971). 

2. Gustav Mahler: The symphonies of the Austrian 

composer are frequently referred to as Neo-

Romantic, as they mix old Romantic components 

with novel harmonies and structures (Kennedy, 

2004). 
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3. D. H. Lawrence: D. H. Lawrence's novels, such as 

"Women in Love," display Neo-Romantic 

tendencies in their examination of the emotional and 

spiritual components of human relationships 

(Moore, 1998). 

Neo-Romanticism, with its fusion of Romantic 

ideals and responses to the challenges of the modern 

world, stands as an evidence to the enduring power 

of the Romantic spirit. By examining the works and 

ideas of key figures, we gain insights into how this 

movement sought to rekindle the flame of 

Romanticism in an era marked by technological and 

societal transformations. 

 

Beginning of Neo- Romanticism in Urdu 

literature 

Neo-Romanticism was first introduced into Urdu 

literature in the late decade of the the nineteenth 

century. As British colonial power increased in 

India, traditional values were called into question, 

leading to a rebirth of interest in local rituals and a 

search for cultural identity. Urdu poets and writers 

began tackling subjects of mysticism, nature, and 

subjective experiences in their literature, influenced 

by the ideals of European Romanticism 

Allama Muhammad Iqbal is one well-known person 

linked to the beginning of Neo-Romanticism in Urdu 

literature. His poetry, particularly in pieces like 

"Bang-e-Dra" and "Zarb-i Kalim," shows a shift 

away from the traditional Urdu poetic tropes and 

toward a more thoughtful, individual style. Iqbal's 

study of spiritual and intellectual subjects and his 

close relationship to nature are in line with the 

fundamental ideas of Neo-Romanticism 

At the end of twentieth century , Urdu literature was 

still influenced by neorealism. However, as 

modernism gained traction and the political 

environment changed, the movement progressively 

lost steam. Saadat Hasan Manto and other modernist 

authors challenged the idealized, subjective 

perspective of Neo-Romanticism by focusing on 

realism and social critique. 

Neo-Romanticism's influence on Urdu literature can 

be seen in the works of later poets and writers. 

Prominent Urdu poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz, for instance, 

incorporated elements of Neo-Romanticism into his 

poetry by fusing intense personal feelings with 

socio-political themes. In his collection "Dast-e 

Saba," where his verses often convey a deep sense of 

yearning and a connection to nature, Faiz echoes the 

spirit of Neo-Romantic ideals. 

 

Literature Review 

Gibran Khalil Gibran was Born on January 6, 1883, 

in Bsharri, a mountainous village in Lebanon, he  

grew up in a region rich with cultural and religious 

diversity. Raised in a Maronite Christian family, 

Gibran's early exposure to the nuances of different 

faiths and traditions played a pivotal role in shaping 

his inclusive and universalistic worldview. 

In 1895, at the age of 12, Gibran and his family 

emigrated to the United States, settling in Boston. 

Despite facing linguistic and cultural challenges, 

Gibran's artistic talents began to flourish. His 

encounter with the Boston elite, including Mary 

Haskell, a mentor and benefactor, played a crucial 

role in fostering his intellectual growth. 

Gibran's literary career took flight with the 

publication of "The Prophet" in 1923, a collection of 

poetic essays that explored themes such as love, 

freedom, and human connection. This masterpiece 

catapulted him to international acclaim, becoming 

one of the most translated and best-selling books of 

the 20th century. Gibran's literary repertoire extends 

beyond "The Prophet," including works like "The 

Broken Wings" and "Sand and Foam," each 

reflecting his deep contemplation on the human 

condition. 

In addition to his literary pursuits, Gibran was an 

accomplished artist, with a distinctive style that 

combined elements of symbolism and mysticism. 

His visual artworks, often overshadowed by his 

literary achievements, further underscore the depth 

of his creative expression. 

Gibran's works are characterized by a synthesis of 

Eastern and Western philosophies, drawing 

inspiration from mysticism, romanticism, and 

existentialism. Influenced by thinkers such as 

Friedrich Nietzsche and William Blake, Gibran's 

writings transcend cultural and religious boundaries, 

offering profound insights into the complexities of 

human existence. 

Gibran Khalil Gibran's legacy endures not only in the 

realm of literature and art but also in the broader 

context of human thought. His works continue to 

resonate with readers around the world, inspiring 

contemplation and reflection. Scholars, 

philosophers, and artists alike acknowledge the 

enduring relevance of Gibran's wisdom, making him 
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a perennial source of inspiration for generations to 

come. 

Gibran Khalil Gibran's life and work epitomize the 

transformative power of art and philosophy. From 

his humble beginnings in Lebanon to his iconic 

status on the global stage, Gibran's journey reflects a 

relentless pursuit of truth and a commitment to 

universal values. As we delve into the intricacies of 

his life, we gain a deeper understanding of the man 

behind the words and brushstrokes—a visionary 

whose contributions continue to shape the 

intellectual and artistic landscape. 

Gibran Khalil Gibran's "The Prophet" emerges as a 

neo-romantic masterpiece that transcends temporal 

and cultural boundaries. By infusing his work with 

elements of mysticism, individualism, and 

universalism, Gibran contributes to the rich tapestry 

of the neo-romantic tradition. This article invites 

readers to explore the depths of "The Prophet," 

appreciating its resonance with the neo-romantic 

movement and recognizing Gibran's enduring 

impact on the intersection of literature, philosophy, 

and the human spirit. 

 

Individualism: Almustafa as a Symbolic 

Individualist 

Within the context of Neo-Romanticism, 

individualism is a central theme that emphasizes the 

uniqueness and autonomy of the individual. In "The 

Prophet," Khalil Gibran illustrates this concept 

through the character of Almustafa, who emerges as 

a symbolic individualist guiding readers on a journey 

of self-discovery. 

Almustafa's embodiment of individualism is 

intricately woven into his teachings and interactions 

within the city of Orphalese. Abrams (1986) notes 

that Neo-Romanticism often celebrates the 

individual's freedom from societal constraints, and 

Almustafa serves as a conduit for this celebration. 

His teachings encourage the people of Orphalese to 

embrace their uniqueness, emphasizing the 

importance of personal freedom. 

The Neo-Romantic movement, as explored by 

Abrams (1986), rejected the notion of individuals 

conforming to societal norms. In alignment with this 

rejection, Almustafa urges the people to resist the 

limitations imposed by conventional expectations. 

His status as a foreigner in Orphalese positions him 

as an outsider, a characteristic often associated with 

symbolic individualists who challenge the status quo 

(Abrams, 1986). 

Trilling (1972) emphasizes the Neo-Romantic 

rejection of emotional repression, and Almustafa 

embodies this rejection through his open expression 

of various emotions. He encourages the people to 

embrace their feelings authentically, fostering a 

sense of emotional individuality. Almustafa's 

teachings reflect the Neo-Romantic ideal of 

exploring the depth and authenticity of one's 

emotional experiences. 

Furthermore, Almustafa's journey and interactions 

with the people of Orphalese underline the Neo-

Romantic celebration of personal exploration and 

self-discovery. Abrams (1986) argues that Neo-

Romanticism places a high value on the individual's 

internal world and subjective experiences. 

Almustafa, through his teachings, prompts 

individuals to look inward, discovering the richness 

of their thoughts, emotions, and unique perspectives. 

In conclusion, Almustafa in "The Prophet" serves as 

a symbolic individualist, embodying the Neo-

Romantic celebration of personal freedom, 

emotional authenticity, and the rejection of societal 

constraints. Gibran's portrayal of Almustafa aligns 

with the principles discussed by Abrams (1986) and 

Trilling (1972), showcasing how the character 

becomes a beacon of individualism within the Neo-

Romantic landscape. 

 

Emotion: The Rich Palette of Human 

Experience 

In the exploration of emotion within "The Prophet," 

Khalil Gibran unveils a vivid canvas that portrays the 

intricate and diverse spectrum of human feelings. 

The novel delves into the depth of emotions, 

presenting a rich tapestry that resonates with the core 

tenets of Neo-Romanticism. 

In his teachings, Almustafa, the protagonist of "The 

Prophet," becomes a conduit for a genuine and 

unrestrained expression of emotions. This resonates 

with the Neo-Romantic celebration of authentic 

human experience, rejecting the notion of 

suppressing or concealing one's feelings. Almustafa 

encourages the people of Orphalese to embrace the 

entirety of their emotional landscape, recognizing 

the profound beauty in both joy and sorrow. 

Gibran's portrayal of emotion aligns with the Neo-

Romantic rejection of emotional repression. 

According to Trilling (1972), the Neo-Romantic 
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movement sought to liberate individuals from the 

societal norms that stifled the authentic expression of 

emotions. In "The Prophet," Almustafa serves as a 

symbol of this rejection, urging individuals to let 

their emotions flow freely, unburdened by societal 

expectations. 

The exploration of emotion within the novel extends 

beyond the individual, becoming a shared 

experience among the people of Orphalese. The 

communal acknowledgment and celebration of 

emotions echo the Neo-Romantic ideals of 

connecting on a deeply emotional level. The novel, 

in this way, reinforces the Neo-Romantic belief in 

the power of emotions to foster a sense of shared 

humanity. 

Furthermore, the emotional journey depicted in "The 

Prophet" aligns with the Neo-Romantic emphasis on 

the internal world of the individual. Abrams (1986) 

discusses how Neo-Romanticism places significance 

on subjective experiences and the exploration of 

one's inner self. Almustafa's teachings prompt 

individuals to look inward, fostering a greater 

understanding of their own emotional landscapes 

and, by extension, a deeper connection with others. 

In short, Gibran's exploration of emotion in "The 

Prophet" unfolds as a celebration of the rich and 

multifaceted palette of human experience. 

Almustafa's teachings align with Neo-Romantic 

principles by rejecting emotional repression, 

encouraging communal acknowledgment of 

emotions, and emphasizing the significance of the 

internal, subjective world. The novel becomes a 

testament to the Neo-Romantic belief that in 

embracing the full range of human emotions, 

individuals can connect with each other on a 

profound and meaningful level. 

 

Nature and Spirituality: A Transcendent 

Connection 

In Khalil Gibran's "The Prophet," the interplay 

between nature and spirituality unfolds as a 

transcendent connection, weaving together the 

essence of Neo-Romanticism. Almustafa, the 

protagonist, serves as a guide, urging the people of 

Orphalese to recognize the divine in the natural 

world. 

Gibran's portrayal aligns with Neo-Romantic views 

that place significant importance on the connection 

between humanity and nature. Almustafa's teachings 

transcend the tangible aspects of the physical world, 

encouraging a recognition of the spiritual within 

nature. This resonates with the Neo-Romantic belief 

that nature possesses a transcendent power, capable 

of guiding individuals towards a higher state of 

enlightenment. 

The novel becomes a spiritual journey as Almustafa 

prompts the people to see beyond the surface of the 

natural world. The call to recognize the divine in 

nature echoes the Neo-Romantic celebration of the 

spiritual richness inherent in the natural 

environment. According to Bloom (1994), this 

spiritual connection with nature serves as a source of 

inspiration and a pathway to profound spiritual 

insight. 

Almustafa's guidance reflects the Neo-Romantic 

vision of nature as a transcendent force, guiding 

individuals toward a higher understanding of 

themselves and their place in the universe. This 

aligns with the Neo-Romantic rejection of a purely 

mechanistic and rational view of the world. Instead, 

the novel encourages a holistic perspective that 

embraces the interconnectedness of the spiritual and 

natural realms. 

Bloom (1994) emphasizes the Neo-Romantic 

reverence for nature as a source of inspiration. In 

"The Prophet," nature becomes more than a 

backdrop; it becomes a spiritual entity that invites 

individuals to connect with a deeper, more profound 

aspect of their being. Almustafa's teachings, 

intertwined with the natural environment, reinforce 

the Neo-Romantic belief that the natural world 

possesses a spiritual symbolism that goes beyond its 

physical attributes. 

In conclusion, "The Prophet" offers a Neo-Romantic 

perspective on nature and spirituality, portraying a 

transcendent connection that invites individuals to 

recognize the divine within the natural world. 

Almustafa's teachings align with the Neo-Romantic 

celebration of nature as a source of inspiration and 

spiritual insight, fostering a deeper connection 

between the individual and the transcendent forces at 

play in the universe. 

 

The Symbolism of Orphalese: A Neo-

Romantic Utopia 

In "The Prophet," the city of Orphalese takes on a 

symbolic role that aligns with the Neo-Romantic 

vision of an idealized society. Orphalese becomes 

more than just a setting; it transforms into a utopian 

space where individuals can freely explore their 
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individuality, express genuine emotions, and 

cultivate a spiritual connection with nature. 

Much like the Neo-Romantic movement's rejection 

of societal norms and constraints, Orphalese stands 

as a metaphor for a place where individuals can 

break free from the limitations imposed by 

conventional expectations. It's a space where 

personal freedom and self-expression are not only 

encouraged but celebrated. Almustafa, as a symbolic 

individualist within this utopian city, becomes a 

guide for individuals on a journey of self-discovery. 

Orphalese becomes a canvas for the communal 

acknowledgment and celebration of emotions, 

reflecting the Neo-Romantic belief in the power of 

shared human experiences. In this utopia, emotions 

are not repressed or hidden; instead, they are 

embraced and understood as an integral part of the 

human condition. This communal celebration of 

emotions fosters a sense of shared humanity, 

aligning with the Neo-Romantic emphasis on 

connecting with others on a deeply emotional level. 

 

Moreover, the city serves as a backdrop for the 

characters' spiritual exploration. Almustafa's 

teachings encourage a deeper connection with 

nature, emphasizing the spiritual richness inherent in 

the natural world. Orphalese, in this context, 

embodies the Neo-Romantic vision of a harmonious 

coexistence between the human spirit and the natural 

environment. 

Orphalese, as a Neo-Romantic utopia, challenges the 

conventional and industrialized worldview often 

criticized by the movement. It becomes a space 

where the individual and the collective can 

authentically engage with the essence of being 

human, free from the constraints of a rationalistic 

society. It symbolizes a harmonious blend of 

individualism, emotional authenticity, and a spiritual 

connection with nature—a utopian vision that 

resonates with the core principles of Neo-

Romanticism. 

Orphalese in "The Prophet" serves as a Neo-

Romantic utopia, symbolizing a space where 

individuals are free to embrace their unique selves, 

express genuine emotions, and forge a spiritual 

connection with the natural world. It encapsulates 

the movement's ideals of breaking free from societal 

norms and celebrating the richness of the human 

experience. 

In conclusion, Khalil Gibran's "The Prophet" stands 

as a Neo-Romantic masterpiece that intricately 

weaves together individualism, emotion, and 

spirituality. Almustafa, as a symbolic individualist, 

guides readers through a journey of self-discovery, 

urging them to embrace their unique selves (Abrams, 

1986). The portrayal of raw and authentic emotions 

aligns with Neo-Romantic ideals, rejecting the 

emotional repression of a rationalistic society 

(Trilling, 1972). Additionally, the novel's emphasis 

on a spiritual connection with nature echoes the Neo-

Romantic view of the natural world as a transcendent 

force guiding individuals toward enlightenment 

(Bloom, 1994). 

Gibran's literary corpus prompted to contemplate the 

enduring themes of individualism, emotion, and 

nature, aligning with the profound exploration of the 

human experience characteristic of the Neo-

Romantic movement. "The Prophet" not only stands 

as a literary masterpiece but also functions as a 

testament to the persistent significance of Neo-

Romantic ideals. Through this influential work, 

individuals are provided with a lens to comprehend 

and celebrate the intricate tapestry of human 

existence, reaffirming the enduring relevance of 

Neo-Romanticism in the realm of understanding and 

appreciating the complexities of life. 
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