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Abstract:

Education plays an instrumental role in the economic development and income generation of any nation.
It has the ability to increase productivity in many ways, including by enabling workers to perform
existing tasks more quickly, by facilitating the transfer of knowledge about new information, products,
and technologies, and by enhancing the ability of a country to produce new knowledge, products, and
technologies. With the possibility of a correlation between academic performance and quality of life,
the present study aimed to evaluate the academic performance of 6-14-year-old school going children
and the association between socioeconomic factors and academic performance of children. The
academic performance of the children was assessed by using marks or grades obtained in the last or the
annual examination passed. Data were entered and analysed using statistical software epi info 7. Results
show that low levels of academic performance in the school were associated with lower caste, higher
birth orders, lower parental education and occupational levels, not attending anganwadi centres (ACs)
as pre-schooling, living in kachcha houses, houses with limited available space, low levels of school
attendance, and fewer teachers in the school. Socio-economic factors have a great deal of influence on
the academic performance of children in school. It is vital for policy-makers to focus their attention on
such issues in order to improve the performance of children in school.
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I. Background people's understanding of the world around

them which makes them less vulnerable to the

Education is a fundamental process of human
life, as it is alleviating poverty (Brown &
James, 2020),work as an equalizer within
society (Nada & Zoran, 2019), provide equality
of opportunity(Aiyar & Ebeke, 2020) and
determine the health status of an individual
(Katoch, 2022). Adequate education improves

influence of others(OECD, 2012). It has a
positive impact on the income, wages and
economic growth of every nation. School
performance determines the nature of
occupations, salary levels and status of
individuals in the society (Quinn & Rubb,
2006). Education has the ability to increase
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productivity by enabling workers to perform
existing tasks more quickly, by facilitating the
transfer of knowledge about new information,
products, and technologies, and by increasing
creativity by enhancing the ability of a country
to produce new knowledge, products, and
technologies (Grant, 2017). In addition to
improving  people's  understanding  of
themselves, education improves the quality of
their lives, raises productivity and creativity,
inspires entrepreneurship and technological
advances that lead to economic and social
progress and income distribution (Ozturk,
2001).

Educational ~ attainment  or  academic
performance is influenced by parental
background (Ribeiro et al., 2019), (Abera
Gobena, 2018), parental socio-economic status
(Poon, 2020),(Rodriguez-Hernandez et al.,
2020), parental involvement (Otani, 2019)as
well as many other socioeconomic factors.
For instance, according to a study conducted in
Dhaka, Bangladesh (Husain SA & Syed SH,
2016)), there is a significant association
between parental educational background,
receiving scholarships, household income
level, etc., and academic achievement in the
school. Another study(Hojo, 2014)conducted in
Japan found that family backgrounds has
strongly affected the level of academic
achievement of the students. Furthermore, an
analysis of a study conducted in Cambodia
(Sothan, 2018) found that a number of
variables, namely English ability, class
attendance, study effort, academic self-
efficacy, and family socio-economic status,
were  positively related to academic
performance. The results of a study conducted
in India showed that nutritional status of
children is significantly correlated with
academic performance at schools, which is
important for human and economic
development. It concluded that all the
anthropometric failure indicators (low height,
weight, and BMI for age) are negatively related
to academic performance of the children in the
schools (Katoch & Sharma, 2017).

Another study conducted (Ogunshola, 2012), in
Nigeria with a sample of 180 school going
children to know the effects of parental
socioeconomic status on the academic
performance of students. The four factors that
were examined and statistically analyzed were:
parental socio-economic background, parental
educational background, parental educational
qualifications and students' health statuses. It
was found that parental socio-economic
statuses and parental educational background
did not have any significant effect on the
academic performance of the students, while
parental qualifications and students' health
statuses affect the academic performance of the
students significantly. In addition to these two
variables that suggested significant influence,
the nature of the students' home environment
also played an important role in their academic
success. School attendance is also seen as an
important factor and has been linked with
academic performance of the children at school
(Anna et al., 2016), (Sekiwu et al., 2020) and
(Luca Stanca, 2006).

2. Measurement of Academic
Performance

A wide variety of academic subjects are used to
evaluate students’ academic performance.
Classroom  performance(Yacoob et al,
2014),(Carrillo & Perez, 2012), continuous
assessment (Samson &Allida, 2018),marks
obtained in term end or final examinations
(Katoch & Sharma, 2017), and standardized test
scores are typically used by teachers and
education officials to assess the achievement of
the students (Sulphey et al., 2018). (Good,
2016)defines academic achievement as " the
knowledge obtained or skills development in
the school subjects usually designed by test
scores or marks assigned by the teacher". It can
be assessed by using various indicators of
performance, such as marks or grade obtained
in the final examination based on the
curriculum (Sarmaetal., 2013), (Lee & Manan,
2014)percentage of attendance in the school i.e,
number of days the child attended the school in
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ayear (Hancocketal., 2013), (Naik et al., 2015)
and marks obtained by the student in a test
conducted by some agencies - universities,
colleges, and recruiting boards etc for
admission purposes (Ghosh, 2013) or providing
employment. Some of the studies also used
years of schooling completed, annual
placement rates and award received etc. for
measuring the school outcomes.

For the present study, academic performance of
the sampled children was assessed by using the
marks or grades that students had obtained in all
subjects in the final or annual examination.

3. Objectives

The following objectives were set up for the
present study:

a) To assess  the  academic
performance of the children (6-14
years) in the area under study.

b) To identify the socio-economic
factors  associated  with  the
academic performance of the
children in the school.

4. Methods & Material

As part of this study, we evaluated the academic
performance of the school-going children
residing in district Doda of Jammu & Kashmir,
because academic performance may be a
leading indicator for obtaining admission into
good/prestigious schools, being shortlisted for a
job, and earning more in the long run
(Rudakov&Roshchin, 2019), (Kool et al.,
2016). Considering the possible correlation
between academic performance and the quality
of life, it is imperative to understand the factors
that may be associated with academic
performance of the students.

a. Area under Study: The study
was carried out in rural areas of
district Doda, Jammu and

Kashmir.  Out of ten
educational zones (Doda,
Assar, Gundna, Bhagwa,
Bhalla, Bhalessa, Thathri,
Ghatt ,Bhatyas, and
Bhaderwah) three zones -
Assar, Doda and Bhagwa were
chosen randomly for the
purpose of collecting data for
the present study.

Sample size: After choosing
the three educational zones -
i.e. Assar, Bhagwa and Doda
randomly, three hundred sixty
students were selected from 30
schools after selecting 10
schools from each zone. To
select a random sample, a list
of students” names was
obtained for the school
teachers and a random drawing
of 12 names from each school
was selected for the purposes.
In this way360 school-going
children between the age group
of 6-14 years constituted the
study sample for the present
study.

Questionnaire: We obtained
information on previous years'
results/grades, days spent at
school in the previous session,
and child's birth date through a
well-designed  questionnaire
via  school visits. The
information on socio-
economic indicators of the
children was collected by
visiting their homes.
Academic Performance: In the
present study, the academic
performance of the students
was evaluated by using grades
or marks obtained in the last or
the annual examination passed
- grades included the overall
percentage of marks obtained
in all the subjects. Grades were



Dr. Om Raj Katoch

6528

e.

categorized into four sub-
categories based on the scale of
percentages of marks obtained

in the last examination passed.
The followings were the cut-
off point used:

Table 1.2 Sub-categories and Cut-off Points

Sr. No Cut-off Points Sub-categories
1 >75% Excellent

2 60 —74 % Very Good

3 45 —-59 % Good

4 33-44% Average

School Attendance: The status
of school attendance was
divided into four sub-
categories  i.e.,  Regular,
Indicated, = Moderate  and
Severe. The range of sub-
categories of attendance of
children to determine the

performance in terms of
attendance in the school is
adopted from (Hancock et al.,
2013). On the basis of the scale
of percentages of attendance,
the followings were the cut-off
point used in the present study:

Table 1.1 Sub-categories and Cut-off Points for School Attendance

Sr. No Cut-off Paints

Sub-categories

>90 %

80-89 %

60 -79 %

<60 %

Regular
Indicated
Moderate

Severe

Source: (Hancock et al., 2013).

Factors studied: For the
association with the academic
performance of the school
going children; the socio-
economic factors included —
gender, religion, social
category, birth orders,

educational and employment
levels of mothers and fathers,
family type, economic status
i.e. Anthodia/BPL/APL, nature
of house, number of rooms
available in  the home,
attendance status at school,
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number of teachers in the
school etc.

g. Statistical Analysis: Data was
entered and analyzed using
statistical software epi info
7(available at www.cdc.gov).
Chi-square tests were used for
testing the significance of
association  between  the
socioeconomic  factors and
academic performance of the
students.

5. Results & Discussion

A total of 360 students (female -176, male -184)
were taken into task in the present study. Only
two religions were found in the area under study
i.e Hindus — consisting of 62.22% of the sample
and Muslim - consisting of 37.78% of the
sample subjects. From a total of 360 children
aged 6 - 14 years included in the analysis,
41.85% of male and 35.23% of female had
excellent academic performance, and 33.15%
of male and 39.77% of female had very good
academic performance in the examination
passed in the previous session. Girls outperform
boys in the excellent performance category. It
was found that in terms of excellent academic
performance, the boys were at higher risk of
low academic performance as compared to girls
Table 1.3. about 71.00% of the Hindu students
had excellent academic performance as
compared to 34.50% of Muslim students.
However, no significant difference was
observed as far as the gender and religion of the
children was concerned.

It was found that 56.39% of all births were 15 —
2" order births, 39.89% were 3 — 4™ order
births. 7. 50% were 5" -6 order births and only
2.22% births were having 7" order births. When
the data was analysed on the basis of birth order
to see the difference between the academic
achievement of lower and higher birth order,
the findings of the present study revealed that
the excellent academic performance decreases
with increase in births order of the children in

the family having significant difference (y=
22:8999; df = 9; P <0:01). The reason may be
that the time constraints limit the parents to give
adequate care to all the children especially
when their number increases in the family.

The educational level of the mothers varied
from no formal education to higher education.
This variability was also reflected in the
occupational structure of the mothers. The
findings of the present study revealed that
60.63% of school going children lived with
mothers without having any formal education,
20.11% with mothers who had primary
education, and 12.64% of mothers had
secondary education and only 6.61% of
mothers had higher education. For fathers, the
corresponding percentages were 28.86%,
32.36%, 24.49% and 14.29% respectively. The
formal education was higher among fathers
than mothers. Parental educational attainment is
being claimed to be the most positive and
influential ~ socioeconomic  factors  for
determining the academic performance of the
children. For example, a study conducted in
Nigeria by (Aromolaran et al., 2013) in which
the data of 600 students were collected found
that parents’ educational level and the number
of children in the family were strongly
correlated with the academic performance of
the children in the school. In the present study,
it was revealed that both mothers’ (% =
39:5949; df = 9; P < 0:05) and fathers’ (y? =
33:9991; df = 9; P < 0:01) schooling have a
large and statistically significant impact on the
academic performance of the children. These
findings of the present study are consistent with
many studies like (lbrahim & Al-Matalka,
2014), (Suleman et al., 2012), (Katoch, 2017)
and (Sorhaindo& Feinstein, 2006).

The results further show that 91.95% of
children had mothers who were housewives,
and only 8.05% of children had working
mothers. More than half of the children
(53.06%) had father having farmer as their
occupation, 13.99% had fathers who were
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government employees, 16.03% had privately
employed and 16.91% were labourers. Results
of the study further indicated that parental
occupation is an important determinant of
academic performance. As it was found that the
children of mothers and fathers having
government jobs show higher academic
performance as compared to children of
housewives’ mothers (y? = 15:684; df = 3; P <
0:01) and farmer/labour fathers (32 = 26:7535;
df = 9; P < 0:01). The findings of the present

study are in line with a study conducted in
Jordan (lbrahim & Al-Matalka, 2014)that
shows parents with high occupational status are
more likely to help their children receive a
better education while providing skills,
knowledge, tools, and instruments the children
need. Results are also consistent with (Suleman
etal., 2012). The PISA report(2014) also shows
that parents’ occupation appears to influence
the level and extent of children’s academic
performance in the schools(OECD, 2014).
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Table 1.3 Socio-economic factors and academic performance of students (6-14 years)

Academic Performance of the Children

Variabl 2
ariable N=360 Excellent Very Good Good Average X
Gender
176
Female 62 (35.23) 70 (39.77) 40 (22.73) 4 (2.27)
(48.89) )
184 x°=4.1554*
Male (51.11) 77 (41.85) 61 (33.15) 45 (24.46) 1(0.54)
Religion of the child
Hindu 224 92 (41.07) 80 (35.71) 48 (21.43) 4 (1.79)
(62.22) ,
136 y°=2.8722*
Muslim (37.78) 47 (34.50) 51 (37.50) 37 (27.20) 1(1.74)
Birth Order of the child
203
st _ ond
1t-2 (56.39) 94 (46.31) 62 (30.54) 62 (30.54) 03 (14.78)
122 x?=22.8999
rd_ 4th 40 (32.7 4 (44.2 26 (21.31 2(1.64
3 (33.89) 0(32.79) 54 (44.26) 6(21.31) (164) P<0.01
5t - gt 27 (7.50) 5(18.52) 12 (44.44) 10 (37.04) 0 (0.00)
> 7t 8(2.22) 0(0.00) 3 (37.50) 5 (62.50) 0 (0.00)
Is child an Orphaned?
333
No (92.50) 130 (39.04) 177 (35.14) 82 (24.62) 4 (1.20)
Paternally Orphaned 15(4.17) 5(33.33) 6 (40.00) 3 (20.00) 1(6.67) ¥2=10.1077*
Maternally Orphaned 10 (2.78) 3(30.00) 7 (70.00) 0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)
Both 2 (0.56) 1 (50.00) 1 (50.00) 0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)
Mother's Educational Level (n=348)
No Formal Education 211 63 (29.86) 82 (38.86) 62 (29.38) 4 (1.90) v?=39.5949

(60.63)
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Primary Education 70 27 (38.57) 30 (42.86) 12 (17.14)
Y (20.11) ' ' '
. 44
Secondary Education (12.64) 26 (59.09) 7 (15.01) 11 (25.00)
Higher Education 23 (6.64) 19 (82.61) 4 (17.39) 0 (0.00)
Father's Educational Level (n=343**)
. 99
No Formal Education (28.86) 25 (25.25) 37 (37.37) 35 (35.35)
. . 111
Primary Education (32.36) 36 (32.43) 50 (45.05) 24 (21.62)
. 84
Secondary Education (24.49) 39 (46.43) 28 (33.33) 16 (19.05)
. . 49
Higher Education (14.29) 33 (67.35) 9 (18.37) 7 (14.29)
Mother's Occupation (n=348**)
. 320
House wife (85.89) 115 (35.94) 118 (36.88) 83 (25.94)
Govt. Employed 28 (7.78) 20 (71.43) 5 (17.86) 2 (7.14)
Father's Occupation (n=343)
182
Farmer (53.06) 51 (28.02) 76 (41.76) 51 (28.02)
48
Govt. Employed (13.99) 31 (64.58) 10 (20.83) 7 (4.58)
55
Pvt. Employed (16.03) 25 (45.45) 19 (34.55) 11 (20.00)
58
Labourer (16.91) 26 (48.83) 19 (32.76) 13 (22.41)

1(1.43)

0 (0.00)
0 (0.00)

2 (2.02)
1 (0.90)
1(1.19)

0 (0.00)

4 (1.25)
1 (3.57)
4 (2.20)
0 (0.00)
0 (0.00)

0 (0.00)

P<0.01

%2=33.9991

P<0.01

%2=15.6841
P<0.01

y2= 26.7535
P<0.01

Source: Field Survey, Values in parentheses are percentage, * Not Significant, **N=343 counts only live mothers &N=348 live fathers
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Variable

Academic Performance of the Children

N=360 Excellent Very Good Good Average X
Type of Family
. 304
Nuclear Family (84.44) 117 (38.49) 114 (37.50) 68 (22.37) 5 (1.64) \2= 2.8701*
Joint Family 56 (15.56) 22 (39.29) 17 (30.36) 17 (30.36) 0 (0.00)
Child attended Anganwadi Centre as pre-school
Yes 248 (77.50) 107 (43.15) 80 (32.26) 57 (22.98) 4 (1.61) v?=8.4031
No 112 (35.00) 32 (28.57) 51 (45.54) 28 (25.00) 1(0.89) P<0.05
School Attendance of child
Regular 200 (62.50) 94 (47.00) 72 (36.00) 33 (16.50) 1 (0.50)
Indicated 127 (39.69) 36(28.35) 50 (39.37) 38 (29.92) 3(2.36) y?=41.2242
Moderate 29 (9.06) 9 (31.03) 7(24.14) 13 (44.83) 0 (0.00) P<0.01
Severe 4 (1.25) 0 (0.00) 2 (50.00) 1 (25.00) 1 (25.00)
Economic status of the family
Anthodia 32(10.00)  2(0.00) 19 (3.13) 8 (12.50) 3 (43.75) 2= 35.3447
BPL 188 (58.75) 67 (17.55) 67 (12.23) 52 (17.55) 2 (23.94) b<0 0'1
APL 140 (43.75) 70 (50.00) 44 (31.43) 25 (17.86) 1(0.71) '
Social Category of the child
GEN 258 (71.67) 115 (44.57) 86 (33.33) 55 (21.32) 2 (0.78)
SC 72 (20.00) 18 (25.00) 29 (40.28) 22 (30.56) 3(4.17) v2=42.971
ST 18 (5.00) 2 (11.11) 11 (61.11) 5(27.78) 0 (0.00) P<0.01
OBCs 12 (3.33) 4 (33.33) 5 (41.67) 3 (25.00) 0 (0.00)
Nature of House
Pucca 95(29.69) 52 (54.74) 25 (26.32) 17 (17.89) 1 (1.05)
Semi-Pucca 67 (20.94) 38 (56.72) 16 (23.88) 12 (17.91) 1(1.49) ¥?=36.1165
Kachcha 198 (61.88) 49 (24.75) 90 (45.45) 56 (28.28) 3(L52) P<001
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No. of rooms in the house

1-2rooms 174 (54.38) 49 (28.16) 67 (38.51) 55 (31.61) 3(1.72)
3 -4 rooms 153 (47.81) 65 (42.48) 60 (39.22) 26 (16.99) 2(1.31) ¥?=33.8105
5 - 6 rooms 27 (8.44) 20 (74.07) 3(11.11) 4 (14.81) 0 (0.00) P<0.01
> 7 rooms 6 (1.88) 5 (83.33) 1 (16.67) 0 (0.00) 0 (0.00)
No. of teachers in the school
< 2 teachers 149 (46.56) 47 (31.54) 55 (36.91) 45 (30.20) 2 (1.34) 2= 12.3369
3 - 5 teachers 71 (22.19) 25 (35.21) 29 (40.85) 15 (21.13) 2(2.82) b <0 0'1
> 6 teachers 140 (43.75) 67 (47.86) 47 (33.57) 25 (17.86) 1(0.71) '

Source: Field Survey, Values in parentheses are percentages, * not significant, SC — schedule caste, ST-schedule tribe, OBC-other backward caste, BPL-
below poverty line, APL-above poverty line
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Many studies show that large family size has an
adverse impact on the academic performance of
the children. For example, a study conducted in
Pakistan (Suleman et al., 2012)analyzed 360
children of elementary level to know the effect
of family type on the academic performance of
the children found that children belonging to
nuclear family showed better performance as
compared to the children of the joint family.
However, results in the present study revealed
that there was no significant difference between
the type of family and academic performance of
children.

The Integrated Child Development Scheme
(ICDS) is a central programme implemented
through the state governments, designed to
meet the health, nutritional, and educational
needs of the poor and vulnerable infants, pre-
school aged children, and women in their
childbearing years. Results in the present study
found that 43.15 % of the children had excellent
academic performance who had attended
Anganwadi Centers as a pre-schooling as
compared to 28.57 % who had not attended the
center. The results were found statistically
significant (y>= 8.4031, df = 3, P < 0.05). The
reason for this could be that the children besides
nutritional supplements learned many things at
the Anganwadi Centre before entering into the
mainstream schools.

About 55.56 % of the school-going children
attended school regularly and had no
educational risk (regular) at all, 35.28 % of the
children were in ‘indicated’, 8.08% in
‘moderate’ and 1.11% were in ‘severe’
educational risk. School attendance is
considered as an important factor in
determining academic performance of the
children(Hancock et al., 2013). The results of
the present study indicated that close to the
majority (47.00%) of the children had regular
presence in the school (at no educational risk)
having attendance above 90% scored excellent
academic performance compared to 28.35%
whose attendance was between 80% — 89%
(indicated) and no child had scored excellent

grade who was at severe educational risk. The
results of this study are in agreement with the
findings of studies conducted in Nigeria
(Olufunke & Oluwadamilola, 2014), which
demonstrated a positive correlation between
students’ attendance scores and academic
performance and Bangledesh (Komakech,
2015), which revealed that students' attendance
is a pre-condition for their academic success.
The students with a higher rate of attendance
also appear to have greater learning gains and
fewer repetitions than absentee students.

Economic status of the household is an
important factor in the determination of the
academic performance of the children. For
example, a study by (Osonwa et al,
2013)entitled “"Economic status of parents, a
determinant of academic performance of senior
secondary school students in Ibadan, Nigeria"
revealed that there is a significant relationship
between the economic status and academic
achievement of students. Those from lower
income households scored significantly lower
grades than the children from higher income
households. Results indicated in the present
study that the academic performance of
children whose families belong to Anthodia and
Below Poverty Line (BPL) households were
lower than the children whose families belong
to Above Poverty Line (APL). These results
were found statistically significant
(x*=35.3447, df=6, P < 0.01). The findings
were consistent with that of the findings of
(Osonwa et al., 2013),(Rodriguez-Hernandez et
al., 2020), (Olufunke & Oluwadamilola, 2014).
and (Suleman et al., 2012).

It was found that a high proportion (71.67%) of
the children belong to general category (GEN),
Schedule Caste (SCs) category accounts for
20.00%, Schedule Tribe (STs) 5.00% and Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) 3.33% only. It is
evident from the Table 1.3 that the excellent
academic performance of children from
General Category (GEN), Scheduled Caste
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) was 44.57%,
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25.00%, 11.11% and 33.33% respectively. This
clearly showed that the academic performance
of the children of SCs and STs was lower than
that of children from General Category (GEN)
which was found statistically significant in the
present study (y? = 42:971; df =9; P <0:01). No
significant difference was found between the
orphaned children and their academic
performance in the present study. This means,
if opportunities are to be provided to these
children, then they can also perform in a better
way as the non-orphaned children performed.

Nature of house is also believed to remain an
important determinant of academic
performance of children. In the present study, it
was found that 54.74% of the children had
excellent academic performance who live in
pucca houses as compared to 24.75% who lived
in kachcha houses. A higher percentage of
children (45.45%) had good academic
performance living in kachcha houses as
compared to 26.32% who live in pucca houses.
These results were found statistically
significant in the present study (y? = 36.1165,
df = 6, P < 0.01). The reason for this may be
that the pucca houses are more associated with
higher income level and educational level of the
parents, which fulfill the entire needs of the
children needed to perform better in the school.
The study further found that the available space
(number of rooms) in the house also positively
associated with the excellent academic
performance of the children which was found
significant (y? = 33.8105, df = 9, P < 0.01) in
the present study. The findings are in line with
the study conducted in Latin America which
found that overcrowding is a negative and
statistically significant factor that even exceeds
the impact of certain maternal education levels
on a child’s academic performance (Contreras
etal., 2019).

Teacher shortages have become an increasing
problem. It is a real, large and growing (Emma
Garcia & Elaine Weiss, 2019). Research has
found that a teacher can focus more on the

needs of each student when there are fewer
students in a class. Students following the
activity board properly and staying attentive is
also easier with a low student-teacher ratio. A
study conducted in Turkey (Koc&Celik, 2015)
found a negative correlation between student
teacher ratio and academic achievement. The
study suggested that the academic performance
of the students can be improved by decreasing
the student-teacher ratio. Data from the present
study revealed that the students from the
schools having 3-5 teachers (35.21%) and > 6
(47.86%) teachers indicated higher excellent
academic performance as compared to the
students enrolled in schools having < 2 teachers
(31.54). The results of the present study are
supported by the findings of studies in Turkey
(Koc&Celik, 2015), who asserted that higher
student-teacher ratios were determined to be
associated with lower academic achievement
levels in cities with a large number of students
per teacher, as well as in Nigeria (Ajani
&Akinyele, 2014), where it was revealed that
there is a significant relationship between the
number of teachers in school (teacher- student
ratio) and the academic achievements of
students.

6. Conclusions and Policy
Recommendations

In summary it can be concluded that there is a
relationship  between the various socio-
economic  factors and the academic
performance of the students in the school. This
is quite evident from the results of the present
study that low level of academic performance
in the school was among the children coming
from lower social caste, higher birth orders,
lower parental educational and occupational
level, had not attended Anganwadi Centre as
pre-schooling, lower economic status, living in
kachcha type of houses, houses having less
available space, and lower number of teachers
in the school as compared to children coming
from higher social castes, living in pucca
houses, having educated parents, occupied
lower birth orders in the family, attended school
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regularly and enrolled in schools having higher

number of teachers.

This is the first study of its kind to have been
conducted in the region. Its purpose was to
provide the basis for strategic planning in this
area based on its findings. There is a great need
to focus the attention of the policy-makers for
intervening in the following areas so as to
improve the academic performance of the
children in the school.

1.

Education of parents has a
huge effect on the
academic performance of
the children in the school.
In order to reach as many
potential parents  as
possible, it is essential to
provide education to all
sections, especially to
those living in kachcha
houses and those from
lower economic and social
strata.

It is crucial to
reinforce/monitor
Anganwadi Centers (ACs)
periodically in order to
ensure that they are being
used by beneficiaries.

The student-teacher ratio
in the school must be
reduced to an adequate
level in order to focus
more on the individual
needs of each student.
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